
ORCHIDS & ONIONS AWARDS BANQUET SET FOR OCT. 9TH   
…Nominations for beautiful commercial properties due Sept. 19th  

The Board of Directors of Keep Knoxville Beautiful will present the 2008 Orchids & On-
ions Awards on Thursday, October 9th, 6:30 p.m. at The Foundry at World’s Fair Park.  
Presented since 1979, the Orchid Award recognizes the most beautiful commercial prop-

erties in Knoxville and Knox County.  Each year ten new winners 
are selected and honored at the Orchids & Onions Banquet.  Win-
ners receive the familiar Beautification Award Sign and other 
prizes including a framed, limited edition orchid watercolor by 
Charles Osten.  Onion Awards, given for blighted commercial 
properties that have a significant negative impact on the surround-
ing area will be “recognized” with an onion and encouragement to 
make improvements. 

KKB Board Members Mary Lou Horner and Sam Maynard will co-
chair the event this year and we have several surprises in store for 
the banquet.  There will be 
special entertainment and the 
individual award sponsors will 
be presenting the awards on 
stage during the program.   

To make a nomination and 
reserve a seat use the form in 

this newsletter, call the office at 521-6957 or visit our 
website at www.KeepKnoxvilleBeautiful.org. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS  
Nominations due Sept. 15th 

“The world knows nothing of its greatest people.”—Henry Taylor 

Help us recognize some of Knoxville’s greatest people. Nominations are now being 
accepted for the annual Environmental Achievement Awards presented by the Waste 
Connections of Tennessee and Advanced Polymer Recycling.  Citizens should submit 
names of individuals, organizations and companies that have made a significant 
contribution toward improving the environment in Knoxville or Knox County.   

Judges will be looking for “unsung heroes” who work not for personal gain but for the 
greater good.  Winners are typically good examples for other citizens to follow.  To make 
a nomination you can visit the KKB website at www.KeepKnoxvilleBeautiful.org or call us 
at 521-6957.  You may also submit nominations in writing to Keep Knoxville Beautiful, 
Environmental Achievement Awards, P.O. Box 385, Knoxville, TN 37901. 

Nominations must include the name of the person, organization or company and contact 
information for the nominee and you.  You should also tell the judges why the person, 
organization or company deserves to win the award.  Nominations are due September 
15th and winners will be announced at the Orchids & Onions Awards banquet on 
October 9th.  
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Knoxville Botanical  
Gardens and Arboretum 

won the 2007  
People’s Choice Award. 

Orchids & Onions Dates: 
 

Nominations Due – Sept. 15th 
Table Sponsor Deadline – Sept. 29th 
Purchase Individual Seats – Oct. 3rd 

Awards Banquet – Oct. 9th 



Keep Knoxville Beautiful means just that, keeping Knoxville at its finest.  The purpose of the or-
ganization is to promote awareness concerning litter and help prevent people from throwing down 
upon our fair city.  But there is more to this non-profit than keeping the city beautiful.  The people 
who compose the organization pride themselves on STEP.  They Strengthen the community 
through organized neighborhood cleanups, Teach the citizens about their impact on the environ-
ment, Empower Knoxvillians to take responsibility for their actions and lastly, they give opportuni-
ties for citizens to Participate and feel like they are part of something bigger than themselves.   

Though the duration of my internship has only spanned a couple of months, I have felt more inter-
connected to  this city than all of my eighteen years living here.  I have encountered hundreds of 
people and interacted with children of all ages to spread awareness of an issue that I believe will 
be the biggest concern of our lifetime, the environment.   

I highly urge everyone to involve themselves with Keep Knoxville Beautiful.  Volunteering at the 
office, cleaning up a littered road, being a board member or youth advisory board member or host-
ing a waste free event are just a few ways to participate with the organization.   

Before being apart of Keep Knoxville Beautiful, I hardly knew their purpose; now I feel I live it. I 
was completely oblivious to the litter problem that we face in Knoxville but now I see it every-
where.  Keep Knoxville Beautiful has opened my eyes where they were once closed; I can hon-
estly say that ignorance really is bliss, but knowledge now that’s real power!  And Keep Knoxville 
Beautiful gave me that power.    
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Grea t  Ame r i can  C leanup ™ a  Su ccess !  

Congratulat ions! 

A L i t t l e  Se rv i ce ,  A L i f e t ime  o f  Imp ac t  
B y  D o n n a  S c h m i d t  

The 2008 Great American Cleanup™ was a great success! We had over 2000 volunteers who 
donated almost 4,000 hours to cleaning up over 50 miles  of roadway in Knoxville/Knox County. In 
addition to the over 50, 000 pounds of trash we collected, 
we also recycled over 15,000 pounds of waste.  

In addition to the cleanup efforts, Knox County students 
participated in a poster contest with a theme of “Don’t Trash 
the Cash, Recycle.”   

KKB also partnered with Anheuser-Busch and Alcoa to give 
away 1,500 recycling bins.  

We recognized the winners of our poster contest as well as 
our participants at our annual Trash Bash that was gra-
ciously donated by Calhoun’s on the River.  

“Responsibility does 
not only lie with the 

leaders of our countries 
or communities or with 

those who have been 
appointed or elected to 

do a particular job. It 

lies with each of us 
individually.” 

—The Dalai Lama 
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Congratulations to Tom Salter! In December of 2007, Tom accepted the position as 
the Director of Solid Waste for Knox County. Tom was the Director of Keep Knox-
ville Beautiful for over 10 years. During that time, he brought much acclaim to KKB 
in the form of 30 local, state and national awards.  The impact that he has had on 
Knoxville through Keep Knoxville Beautiful, will benefit the community for years to 
come.  We wish you the best, Tom! 

Allison Teeters, the former Director of two award winning Keep Amer-
ica Beautiful affiliates took over in January, 2008 with high expectations of the 
future of Keep Knoxville Beautiful. Teeters first fell in love with the Keep Amer-

ica Beautiful System when she worked for Salter while finishing Graduate 
School. “It is like coming home,” says Teeters with a smile. “Tom left some big 
shoes to fill, thank goodness I took notes.” 

“Volunteers don’t 
necessarily have the 
time, but they have the 
heart, so they make 
time.” 

—Unknown 

 

“It is astonishing how 
short a time it takes for 
very wonderful things to 
happen.” 

—Frances H. Burnett 
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2008 ORCHIDS & ONIONS PUBLIC NOMINATION FORM 
Complete and return this form to Keep Knoxville Beautiful, P.O. Box 385, 

37901-0385 or fax to 521-7193, or save postage and make your nomination 
online at www.keepknoxvillebeautiful.org by --------September 15, 2008  

STEP 1: This nomination is for an:      __ ORCHID     __ ONION 

STEP 2: For Orchid Award Nominees: 
choose one category below  that best 
fits your nominee.  You do not need to 
select a category for the Onion Award.  
Please circle city  if property is inside 

city limits and circle county  if property is 
outside the city limits.  For downtown 
properties indicate if inside or outside 

the Central Business District. 

__ North Knoxville, City or County 
__ East Knoxville, City or County 
__ South Knoxville, City or County 
__ West Knoxville, City or County 
__ Downtown (inside CBD) 
__ Downtown (outside CBD) 

STEP 3:  Describe the nominated property, explain why it 
should receive an award, and include a photo if possible: 

Name of property or neighborhood: _____________________________ 
 

Physical location: ___________________________________________ 
 

Owner or contact person: _____________________________________ 
 

Phone number: _____________________________________________ 
 

Mailing address:____________________________________________ 
 

 

Why should this property receive the award?  _____________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________ 
(use additional pages as needed) 

Please provide the following. While it is not necessary, it is helpful should we need more information. 

Name:_______________________________________________ Phone Number: ______________________________ 

E-mail: _________________________________________________________ 

Reserve your awards banquet seats now.  Seats are $ 35 each.  I am enclosing $_____ for ____ seats.  

2008 Environmental Achievement Awards Nomination Fo rm 
Complete and return this form to Keep Knoxville Beautiful, P.O. Box 385, 37901-0385, fax it to 

 521-7193, or make your nomination online at www.keepknoxvillebeautiful.org by 
September 19, 2008 

STEP 1: This nomination is for an:      __ Individual     __ Organization  __Small Business ___Large Business  

Step 3: Describe the nominee and how each of the criteria are met: 

Name of Nominee: __________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_____________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  ___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Why should the nominee win the Environmental Achievement Award? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

      

Your Name, Phone # and Email: _________________________________________________________________ 

Reserve your awards luncheon seats now. Seats are $35 each. I am enclosing $____ for _____ seats.  

STEP 2: Does your nominee meet 
the basic criteria? 

·  Located in Knox County 

·  Environmental effort has 
resulted in economic or com-
munity development. 

· Work done for community 
good, not personal gain. 

· Is a model for others. 

· Major impact on Knoxville/
Knox County area.  

(use additional sheets as needed) 



 
100 S. Gay Street, Suite 103 
P.O. Box 385 
Knoxville, TN  37901-0385 

Keep  Knox vi l l e  Beau t i fu l  

Keep Knoxville Beautiful is a 501(c)(3) organization and would not 
exist without public support.   

Keep Knoxville Beautiful actively supports litter prevention by utiliz-
ing the “Broken Windows Theory” which states that if a broken 
window is left unrepaired, soon many more windows will be bro-
ken. The same is true with litter. If no one picks up the trash that is 
littered, people assume that it is okay or that no one cares. A small 
amount then grows to a large amount.  

Keep Knoxville Beautiful promotes waste reduction through helping  event organizers to 
make their events “waste free.”  The 2008 Earth Fest had an estimated 10,000 visitors and 
only 3.85 pounds of trash.  If you would like help throwing a “Waste Free” or “Litter Free” 
Event, please let us know. 

The credit for beautification efforts belong to the citizens of Knoxville/Knox County. People 
are less likely to litter in beautiful areas, so keep up the good work.  Keep Knoxville Beautiful 
is working towards a beautification idea that focuses on First Impressions. What do you want 
the first impression of Knoxville to be? We are working with several entities on an idea for 
interstate beautification. More information to be released at a later date.  

If you would like to get involved with Keep Knoxville Beautiful, financially or otherwise, please 
contact the office at (865) 521-6957. 

Help  Suppor t  Keep Knoxvi l le  
Beaut i fu l  

Phone: 865.521.6957 
Fax: 865.521.7193 
E-mail: keepknox@korrnet.org 

Promoting a Cleaner, Greener, More Beautiful Commun ity Since 1978 

www.keepknoxvillebeautiful.org 

“Never doubt that a 
small group of 
thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change 
the world. Indeed, it is 
the only thing that ever 
has.” 

—Margaret Mead  


